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In Korea, reputations and appearances carry much weight, due
in some capacity to the prevalent confucianist mindset that has been
in our society for the last 700 years. As in Japan, tradition is also a
mainstay of our culture as well. Following the Japanese occupation
and the Korean War, as much of South Korea’s infrastructure laid in
ruins, many of the nation’s brightest turned to the United States and
other developed countries to further their educations. While no lon-
ger necessarily true, the impression that advanced degrees from de-
veloped foreign countries carries more prestige still pervades Korean
society, and it is still nigh impossible to secure a faculty position at a
well-known university without such credentials. Therefore students
interested in getting advanced degrees, especially in the sciences, and
subsequently working in academia (i.e., everyone) try to complete at
least part of their higher education abroad, and I was no exception. Of
course, there are other, more ‘politically correct’ reasons for studying
abroad in the United States, such as the chance to broaden one’s ho-
rizons, meet new people, to get a better education at world class uni-
versities and to improve one’s English. However in an age where top
Korean universities such as Seoul National University not only rank
among the best in the world, but attract many international students
as well, these arguments lack, shall we say, a certain degree of convic-
tion. While there are undoubtedly still many personal and practical
reasons to pursue a Ph.D. abroad, the main force driving prospective

Korean professors across the Pacific is job security.

Daniel Park
PhD student from Korea

My name is Jing Liu and I got my Ph.D. degree from Zhejiang Uni-
versity in June 2013.1 was born in China and finished my elementary,
junior high, high school and college all in China. I liked staying in

China because all my family and friends were there. However, as soon

as I entered graduate school, I realized how important it is to have
experience working overseas as a Ph. D. candidate. Most significantly,
universities and international companies prefer people with overseas
experience when they look for employees. Therefore, I was determined
to work in a major university in the United States before I graduated.
In Zhejiang University, different types of funding sponsored by the
government or the university, are available that give students the op-
portunity to work in foreign universities or institutes. I was fortunate
to be funded on my fourth-year to go and work at UC Davis for seven
months.

Life in the United States was quite different from what I had in
China, which gave me a wider vision on my life and work. First of all,
I had a chance to work in a totally different atmosphere with people
from different countries. My mentor was American and my lab mates
were from the United States, Singapore, Korea and Japan. They helped
me out a lot when I was there, not only on my project, but also on my
English. My English improved a lot when I put myself in to an Eng-
lish-speaking environment. I also got to take part in some seminars
given by students from different labs. This gave me knowledge beyond
my specific research area let alone it was a great opportunity for me
to meet new people. In one seminar I even met a professor who used
to work in my college. We have not seen each other for seven years!

In addition, there were many places in the United States that I
have always wanted to visit:cities, museums, national parks and so on.
Off course, the United States is also where they have schools of one’s
dream such as Harvard, MIT, or Cal-tech. Visiting those universities
made me understand the American culture and history better.

Leaving home and being a half way around the world for such a
long time made me miss my family more than ever. but I really en-
joyed the seven months in the United States because it provided an

unseen world to me.

Jing Liu, PhD

researcher from China
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My undergraduate curriculum in Chile focused on conventional
agricultural production. As students, we only focused on learning how
to support the most efficient and effective way of agricultural produc-
tion; and the opportunity to explore other areas of study was limited.
Despite the reduced options of specialized studies and/or opportunity
for doing research, I continued to pursue my passion in scientific study
of plants instead of what I was instructed to follow as an undergradu-
ate student. Therefore, I applied to a scholarship in Chile to study in a
graduate program abroad.

Here in Davis, I started meeting professors and students in an area

unknown for me at that time. They were exploring the diversity of
plants and its functions in the ecosystem. Having been interested in
the diversity and its interactions with the environment of plants my
self, I decided to specialize in plant systematics, evolution and plant
eco-physiology, which is an area less explored in my country.
I also value the enjoyable time that I am having as a graduate student
in Davis. The atmosphere in Davis fits well with my previous expecta-
tions and lifestyle. Besides, my research in the phylogeny in the mem-
bers of the Rose family lets work out in nature both in my country and
California. I am hoping that this can improve the scientific knowledge
for both countries. Through work and personal communication I have
come to the conclusion that the source of knowledge that I'm seek-
ing is here in Davis, and this reinforces my decision to pursue further
studies in the United States.

My main objective after completing my studies is to go back to my
country and teach in the academia, either in a Chilean research center
or at a university. I would like to educate students and others in the
areas of my expertise. I believe this would be the best way to educate
future generations of students and anyone interested. Personally, I am
the first person in my family that ever had the opportunity to attend
university. I deeply value the contributions and efforts of my family
in helping me to receive a quality education. I therefore want to share
my experiences with my community and future generations through
teaching.

Finally, ’'m proud of starting an independent life in another country.
This ‘new home’ that I have settled in (Davis, USA) has broaden my
cultural understanding through active participation and deepen my
intellectual understanding of the interactions between an individual,

society and the natural world.

Javier Jauregui Lazo

MS student from Chile

California, a state teeming with state of the art research opportuni-
ties and world-class universities, is a place I feel lucky to call home.
Like much of the United States, it is an excellent place to pursue
graduate education in an international and competitive atmosphere.

My reasons to pursue graduate education in the United States were
fairly simple. First, the academic environment at most universities is
comprised of top minds from around the globe. In my first few weeks
of graduate school, I immediately met professors not only from the
U.S, but also from Latin America, Europe, Africa, and across Asia.
'The student body also has a substantial international component, and
in the lab that I work with most closely, I am the only student that
has lived most of their life in the US. Others have spent a substantial
fraction of their lives in countries as diverse as Chile, Pakistan, China,
Korea, and Japan. Many universities in this country seem as though
they are located in international territory, where all populations are
represented and bring unique contributions.

A second reason I chose to study in the U.S. was the wealth of op-
tions in choosing a university. No matter what your academic interest
might be, the United States probably has at least one, if not several,
top-level programs in that area. Three of the four Ph.D programs that
I applied to were in the state of California alone, although the Univer-
sity of Wisconsin had such a strong program for Plant Sciences that I
couldn’t resist applying.

Despite the advantages to furthering your education in the United
States, it is important to consider how you will adapt to living a long
distance from friends and family. In the end, one of the reasons I de-
cided against attending the University of Wisconsin (which is more
than 2000 miles from my hometown) was the distance. Every student
has to weigh their personal and professional goals for themselves.

Today we live in an increasingly globalized world, and students
today have a multitude of options for where they can study. Like the
international students I work with each day, I am glad I chose to pur-

sue my graduate education in the United States.

Travis Parker

PhD student from the US
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